May 28, 2004

Ms. Megan Hoyt

Pedestrian Safety Engineer

Seattle Department of Transportation

Seattle Municipal Tower

700 5th Avenue, Room 3777 C

Seattle, WA 98124-4996

Dear Ms. Hoyt,

The Fauntleroy Community Association would like to thank you for your help in attending to the safety issues along Fauntleroy Avenue in West Seattle.  While we gratefully appreciate the involvement and creative thinking of you and your colleagues, we do not feel the options presented provide the solutions we are looking for, nor does SDOT appear to understand the nature of the traffic conditions created by the ferry terminal at Fauntleroy.  

As you are aware, Fauntleroy Avenue has a unique situation in that traffic flow is correlated directly to ferry traffic patterns.  When a ferry arrives at the dock, up to 130 vehicles are “flushed” (in the transportation engineering definition) onto Fauntleroy.  These vehicles are not pulsed in any way to allow for an intermittent stream of vehicles, thereby creating a 10-15 minute long uninterrupted flow of vehicle traffic that a pedestrian is simply unable to negotiate.  This is the crux of the issue.  Although the total flow of traffic along Fauntleroy may not meet your standards for a pedestrian crosswalk, the fact is that when it is flowing after a ferry arrives at the dock, it probably creates one of the worst situations in the city for crossing a street.  The most serious traffic situations occur during the evening commute when the ferry queue blocks the entire West side of Fauntleroy Avenue, off-loading ferry traffic fills the North bound lane and homeowners/park users are parking on the East side of Fauntleroy.  This creates a virtually impossible situation for pedestrians trying to cross Fauntleroy into Lincoln Park.  Please remember that the North end of Lincoln Park serves not only the local community who enjoy the playground, wading pool, and forested trails but is also a city-wide draw in the use of the sports fields with Little League, soccer and multiple other team sports using the fields on a daily basis.  A poll of community members recently showed that they have, on average, witnessed forty episodes this past year of pedestrians trying to get across Fauntleroy Avenue into the park and being challenged in some way to do so safely.  This is not acceptable.

Please keep in mind that our primary concern is being able to cross Fauntleroy Avenue in a safe and efficient manner.  While we support controlling down traffic flow, we do not wish to see road blockages, and therefore, the proposed street modifications do not appear to be viable.  Pedestrian and driver safety is already compromised by the ferry queue line on the West side of the street and by the parking shoulder on the East side of the street.  Your proposed courses of action include assessing the feasibility of curb bulbs, medians and additional adaptations to the ferry queue lane all of which will remove parking access and potentially make Fauntleroy Avenue more of a quagmire than it is now.  It seems a simple resolution would be to provide additional crosswalks at all intersecting cross streets and a pedestrian activated crosswalk light at the North entrance to Lincoln Park.  This would stop the flow of traffic on an “as needed only” basis which seems a reasonable solution.  The other option would be to somehow “pulse” the ferry traffic, so that there would not be an uninterrupted flow of vehicles along Fauntleroy, however, this would require the addition of expensive and unnecessary traffic lights.  Given that Fauntleroy is a straight, relatively flat Street and sight lines are excellent for pedestrian crossings; our solution seems to be a simple and effective way to allow the community to access a significant public park.

An analogy using another West Seattle landmark, which is also a citywide draw, is Alki Beach.  A few years ago, crosswalks were placed at each intersecting cross street along Alki Way to allow for safer pedestrian access to the beach.  Just as Alki draws people from throughout the city, so does Lincoln Park.  The local Fauntleroy community needs to be provided with the same type of safe, simple and fully funded services.

The Fauntleroy Community Association would like to sponsor a community meeting with people concerned about the Fauntleroy Way crossings with you, Joe Couples, Parks and other Seattle Department of Transportation personnel.  We will explore how we can come to an agreeable solution to this issue.  We would expect to use one of the halls in the neighborhood with an attendance of 30-40 people for an evening meeting.  Please contact me at your earliest convenience to discuss the logistics of arranging a meeting time.

Sincerely,

Kim Petram

Board Member – Fauntleroy Community Association

206-938-6903

cc:  Mayor Gregory Nickels

       Ms. Grace Crunican – Director SDOT
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       Councilman Jim Compton 


